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Great Indian Peninsula, runs first over the Bandelkhand
hills, down the Narbada valley and through the Satpura
range and Western Ghats for 700 miles to Bombay, and
thence again over the Western Ghats, through Puna, and
across the Deccan for 800 miles to Madras. Thus the
three capitals are brought into direct communication with
each other and with all the more central and populous
parts of the empire.

Some of the other lines are of great length and of
much commercial and strategical importance. Of these
perhaps the most vital is the Indus valley line connect-
ing Lahore with the sea at Karachi,' the nearest port to
England, and with a projected branch of 400 miles from
Sakkar to Kandahar, already completed far beyond Quetta
in the Pishin valley. A second line to this place by the
Bolan Pass was opened in 1895. These lines have
much political importance in reference to the Russian
Trans-Caspian line to the Oxus In 1908 the western
termini were Chaman for Kandahar and Nushki for Persia.
Another great section runs from Bombay along the
west coast, across the Lower Tapti and Narbada valleys,
, across Gujarat and Eajputana to the northern trunk line
at Agra with a junction to Delhi. Several minor
branches ramify from these main lines northwards to
the Himalayas at Kurseong for Darjiling, southwards'to
Gwalior, eastwards to Kagpur and Secanderabad close to
Haidarabad, capital of the Nizam's Dominions. From
Madras two independent lines radiate, one right across
the Deccan through Vellore and Coimbatore to Baipur
near Calicut on the Malabar coast, the other southwards
through Tanjore, Trichinopoly, and Madura, to Tuticorin
and Tinnevelli near the apex of the peninsula. On these
lines there are branches to Bangalore, Pondicherry, and
BTegapatam for Karikal.

Most of these lines, the materials for which had to be